4 PLANNING RESPONSE

This section relates to the matters that require planning policy amendments such as

amending a development standard or a Section 94 Contribution Plan. A summary of the

key findings from surveys, workshops and written submissions are repeated within each

section below followed by key recommendations. Section 4.4 is further divided into

subsections where the key findings have not been repeated, although key recommendations

are made for each of the relevant subsections.

The key recommendations will be the future guiding actions for the Council and other

agencies, groups and organisations in relation to new footpaths, cycleways and support

facilities. It should be noted that Council may not be the responsible organisation in all

instances.

For the purposes of the responses, the following definitions apply:

cycleway means a sealed path for use by pedestrians and cyclists. The width of the path is

generally 2.5m wide, is signposted as a shared path and is an off-road route.

footpath means a sealed path for use by pedestrians only. The width of the footpath is

generally 1.2m (existing paths) in low traffic areas and generally 2.5m wide in the CBD.

on-road route means a route adjacent to the traffic carriageways, and may form part of the

road shoulders for use by cyclists only. The on-road route may be linemarked, may have

the bicycle symbol painted on the road surface and signposted as appropriate.

4.1 LINKING FACILITIES

• All schools and employment areas should be linked with footpaths and cycleways.

• Recreation areas should be linked and accessible with the future network.

• Shops within the villages are to be linked.

• The CSU / LPMA / TAFE precinct is to be linked with an on-road route.

• Urban villages to be connected with routes.

4.2 NEW RELEASE SUBDIVISIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS

• Footpaths are required in new subdivisions.

• Use the existing drainage reserves.

• Equitable access for the general community.

Key Recommendations

a) See Appendix 1 to 4 for specific recommended routes for linking existing locations

and destinations.
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4.3 MAINTENANCE OF FOOTPATHS AND CYCLEWAYS

• Footpaths and cycleways are to be regularly maintained.

• Hazard Report Forms to be available for the public.

• Catheads and vegetation to be maintained.

4.4 THE NETWORK ENVIRONMENT

• Not enough bicycle racks in the CBD.

• Long term and short term parking options for bicycles.

Key Recommendations

a) See Appendix 1 to 3 and Maps 4 to 6 for specific recommended routes in new

release areas.

b) Council to amend its relevant Development Control Plan maps to identify the

footpaths and cycleways to be constructed.

c) The Council’s Guidelines for Engineering Works and Civil Engineering Construction

Guidelines to be amended to require gutter ramps to be installed within roll-over

kerbs for the identified strategic routes.

d) Council to amend its relevant Development Control Plans to require the construction

of a footpath for the full frontage of dual occupancy or residential unit developments.

e) Council to require the construction of the footpath or cycleway prior to subdivision

release or seek funding for the construction of the path under a relevant Section 94

Contribution Plan.

f) Alter Council’s Guidelines for Engineering Works and Civil Engineering Construction

Guidelines to alter the road width standards for new subdivisions where a DCP map

shows a new cycleway, to increase the footpath width from 4.5 metres to 6 metres

on the cycleway side and reduce the footpath width from 4.5 metres to 3 metres (ie

the carriageway will be not centrally located).

Key Recommendations

a) Develop a policy for the maintenance of the footpath and cycleway networks.

b) Develop a Hazard Report Form and make it available on Council’s website. An

example of a Hazard Report Form is provided at Appendix 10.

c) Council investigate the options for a spray program for selective control of catheads

adjacent to the cycleway network. Information on caltrope is provided at Appendix

11.

d) Include maintenance of the network as a budget line item.
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• Bicycle racks required throughout the network.

• Bicycle parking at community events.

• Directional signage to be installed at points of interest and suburbs.

• Support facilities (e.g. seats, toilets, water stations and/or lighting) to be included in

the network design.

• Problems overtaking other users on cycleways.

• Current maps are not readily available for the community.

4.4.1 Engineering Standards

Key Recommendations

a) The Council’s Guidelines for Engineering Works and Civil Engineering Construction

Guidelines to be amended to include the following support facilities, where

appropriate, for new cycleway construction:

i) Seats

ii) Directional and distance signs

iii) Lighting

iv) Shade trees

v) Toilets

vi) Water stations

vii) Dog tidy bag dispensers

b) Signage to be located and designed in accordance with the Austroads Guidelines

and the RTA Guidelines.

c) Support facilities to be funded and installed at the time of cycleway construction

where possible.

d) Path obstructions (such as vehicle bollards etc) to be designed or located at a height

to minimise the obstruction to the user.

e) Amend Council’s Guidelines for Engineering Works and Civil Engineering

Construction Guidelines to increase the width of standard footpaths from 1.2m wide

to 1.5m wide. Note: In existing built up areas where a 1.5m wide footpath is not

achievable, construct a path as wide as possible.

draft Bathurst Community Access and Cycling Plan 2011

42

4.4.2 Network Information

Key Recommendations

a) Update the mapping of the new paths as constructed.

b) Update the online version of the map quarterly.

c) Print new cycleway maps bi-annually to ensure that the maps are current and reflect

any path construction

d) Improve the availability of the maps to the community.

4.4.3 Bicycle Parking

Key Recommendations

a) Council and developers to signpost the existing and future bicycle racks within the

Bathurst Region. (see Appendix 14 for an example).

b) Council to install new bicycle parking at Council owned facilities and within the

footpath environment or in prominent locations within the CBD, see Section 5.3

below.

c) Council to incorporate bicycle parking standards into the Development Control Plans

for new commercial and business developments where appropriate.

d) Council to investigate options for temporary bicycle parking at community events.

e) Bicycle racks to be co-located with all existing and future public toilets, particularly

those located in recreation reserves along existing cycleways.

4.4.4 Signage in the Network

Key Recommendations

a) Directional signage to be installed at the start, end and at intersections of the

cycleway network. Signage should also include time to destination (CBD)

information on key commuter routes from the urban villages and suburban areas.

b) On-road routes to be signposted, linemarked (where appropriate) and a bicycle

symbol painted on the road surface.

c) Where footpaths are an appropriate width, or have a low volume of users, signpost

the path as a cycleway, where required.

d) Distance markers to be placed every 1km on loop routes. Refer to Appendix 12 for

the initial key loop routes that should be marked with distance markers.
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4.4.5 Lighting

Key Recommendations

a) Lighting to be provided at intersections and where appropriate surveillance is not

available (e.g. away from a public road, isolated location).

b) Council to consult with Country Energy to investigate options, including solar lights

and motion sensors, for installing lighting on the existing network, as funding

becomes available.

4.4.6 Seating and Shade

Key Recommendations

a) Seating and shade should be co-located adjacent to the cycleway network.

b) Seating should be located at points of interest. (e.g. scenic views, near interpretive

signage, and heritage locations)

c) Provide a sealed area from the path to the seat.

d) Provide a sealed apron adjacent to seats for prams, wheelchairs or mobility

scooters.

4.4.7 Toilets and Water Stations

Key Recommendations

a) Provide public toilets at key recreation areas and parks, where appropriate.

b) Provide water stations at the beginning and end of loop routes, where Council’s

water infrastructure allows a connection. (see Appendix 12)

4.4.8 Footpath Specific Matters

Key Recommendations

a) Amend Council’s Guidelines for Engineering Works and Civil Engineering

Construction Guidelines to include the following items within the footpath

environment:

i) provide Tactile Ground Surface Indicators’s within the existing footpath

network,

ii) the pedestrian button at traffic lights in an appropriate location,

iii) appropriately designed gutter ramps which are less steep, and

iv) ensure that the camber of footpaths is appropriate.

b) Council develop a Policy for receiving and dealing with ad hoc requests for works to

the footpath and cycleway environment (e.g. requests for additional gutter ramps,

repairs etc) which are not programmed or form part of this Plan.
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4.5 ROAD SAFETY

• Danger at roundabouts and intersections limit the use of the footpaths and

cycleways.

• Increase awareness for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists of each other’s

responsibilities.

• Make the on-road environment a safer place to walk and ride.

Key Recommendations

a) Council’s Guidelines for Engineering Works and Civil Engineering Construction

Guidelines to be amended to reflect that if intersection works are being completed

(e.g. a new roundabout), the existing footpath and cycleway connectivity is to be

considered in the design.

b) Develop a community education program for drivers and cyclists highlighting each

others responsibilities (e.g. Share the Road type campaigns).

c) Link into cycle events for major education programs.

d) Implement parts of the ‘Sharing the Road’ program produced by VicRoads to assist

the education of cyclists and motorists alike of their respective obligations while

using public roads.

e) Encourage the acceptance of the Code of Conduct for cyclists.

