,erular M/}fu}/ry Proymw & Parimr;/u)ax

Rahamim hosts monthly practical environmental
workshops for school children (1% Wednesdays) and
also for adults (4™ Wednesdays) commencing March.

Rahamim supports:

e DUCKS program (Depression,
Understanding, Care, Kindness, Support)
funded by GWAHS & coordinated by Sr Pat
Linnane rsm and Margaret Meagher on
Thursday mornings throughout the year

o Grief & Bereavement program conducted by
Erica Pitman (see Brochure for details)

e Bathurst Refugee Support Group

e Bathurst Climate Change Action Network

e Partnerships with Aboriginal Reconciliation
Council, Interagency, BINC, OCTEC &
Bathurst Correctional Services Outreach
program

Suggested donations (negotiable) cover costs for:

e Presenters & Conference Facilities

e Live-in programs: meals and accommodation
morning and afternoon tea.

e Live-out programs: lunch & morning &
afternoon tea.

e Full day programs: morning & afternoon tea
and lunch.

e Part day or evening programs:
morning/afternoon tea or supper.

For information or registrations please contact
Rahamim Office 02 6332 9950
contact@rahamim.org.au

Rahamim

Ecological Learning Community
St Joseph’s Mount

Brief History

The Logan Brae residence was built in the 1870’s by
Dr John Busby for his wife Harriett and his eleven
children. After an interim period, when it was used as
accommodation for Agriculture College students, the
property was bought in 1909 by Mr John Meagher
MLC and donated to the Sisters of Mercy for use as a
formation house and teacher training facility for
young Mercy novices. It was renamed St Joseph's
Mount. The property has been in constant use as a
convent residence, administration and education
centre for the Sisters of Mercy for 100 years this year.

From 1995 to 2007 St Joseph’s Mount was also the
home of the Mercy & Justice Centre, coordinated by
Sr Pat Linnane rsm. Underprivileged and suffering
people in our local area were assured of advocacy
and support from the Centre’s outreach programs.

In 2006, the Sisters of Mercy dedicated this property
to earth care awareness — exploring new ways of
doing the works of mercy for people in the context of
comprehensive compassion for the whole earth
community. Our desire is to nurture an ecological
learning community where we can share that
exploration with experts and novices alike.

Rahamim

A Mercy Ecological Learning Community
St Joseph’s Mount
34 Busby Street
PO Box 81 Bathurst NSW 2795
Ph: 02 6332 9950

Fax 6334 2120
Email: contact@rahamim.org.au

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper

St Joseph’s Mount offers a variety of meeting or
conference rooms either in the 1870’°s Heritage
Logan Brae home or later additions to
St Joseph’s Mount.

Heritage Rooms suitable for small groups & executive meetings
John Meagher Room

Catherine McAuley Parlour

Gertrude Sheehey Room

Harriet Busby Room

St Joseph’s Mount Additions suitable for groups up to 70
e  Conference room with technological
capabilities and wheelchair access.
e  Convent Chapel
e Dining room and kitchen

Live-in Accommodation
e Upstairs: 16 Rooms- (14 Single, 1 double, 1
twin) with shared bathroom facilities.

e Downstairs: 1 single room with en-suite.

Other Facilities & Services
e Rahamim Office with computer and

photocopying facilities
Well equipped spirituality & ecology library
Fiction library
Labyrinth
Spacious grounds
McAuley Cottage offering B&B
accommaodation for retreatants or a quiet
getaway

Bookings for Retreats/Meditation/Workshops,
Conferences, Weddings, Funerals, Heritage Tours,
Professional Development,
Jcation and In-Sery
Jidy arrangement.
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Celebrates

A Centenary of Mercy Presence
at
St Joseph’s Mount

34 Busby Street Bathurst
1909 ~2009

Information Brochure
&
Programs in Education &
Spirituality

2009

Rahamim Ml}ru}ﬁy

Raharim

a Hebrew word for mercy is related to the word for
womb (rehem). It is ‘womb-love’ - the love of a
mother (and father) for the child of her womb - the
love among siblings who have shared the same womb.
It implies a physical response — compassion for
another — felt in the centre of one’s body — a feeling
that compels us to action.

It also evokes the ‘cosmic womb’ — a feminine symbol
for the all-nourishing abyss out of which the universe
emerged — a metaphor for the life-giving, life-
sustaining Creator.

The Rahamim logo expresses hope and life in the
midst of the Australian landscape’s harsh reality.

50[07/&&

describes the interconnectedness of all creation.
Living mercy is about sustaining life for the whole
community of being. Catherine McAuley dedicated her
life and the Religious Order she founded - the Sisters
of Mercy - to helping vulnerable others sustain life
and live it to the full. In our time, the very life support
systems of our planet are vulnerable. Rahamim is one
attempt to respond to the awareness that people and
planet are one.

Learning Community

defines the aim of Rahamim — to grow a community
committed to learning and sharing a new way of
looking at the world - a way that embraces
sustainable living, hospitality, education, spirituality,
social justice and care of the earth in the context of
the Universe Story.


mailto:contact@rahamim.org.au
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Programs for Education 8 fpivituality 2009

Date Description of Program Presenter
February Our Sacred Story: The unfolding Universe Story puts us in touch with Patricia Powell rsm  Patricia is a Sister of Mercy and an educator in faith and
4,11,18,25 our origins and ignites our imagination with new possibilities for our - . . - - - .
112G ) . - A spirituality. She coordinates the Rahamim Ecological Learning Community at
Wednesdays future. Part 1 in a series drawing on the insights of contemporary 5 -
! . - ] St Josephdés Mount, Bathurst.
Donation $5 per session science. 7.30 8 9pm \ 4

February 28 oMarch 1

What is [the] Matter? A bit of grit in the enormity of space? What bits
and pieces, forces and waves, fields and systems, moving all the time...

Kevi n O&s&hkewan is a member of the European Society for the Study
of Science and Theology, an author Person in Cosmos: metaphors of

Sat 8 Sun e will the experiment at CERN (European Centre for Nuclear Research) tell meaning from Physics, Philosophy and Theology (Wyndham Hall Press,
Donation — Livein $10° | us? What is reality really made up of? A discussion without final N 1995); retired professor of theology, Graduate School of Religion: Fordham
answers, but good questions... ] University, New York City.
Mary Ryan rsm A professional archivist and historian, Mary set up the
March 25 Heritage Tour of St Josephds Mount ( archives for the Bathurst Sisters of Mercy and for the national body, the
Wed A tour through i0tht gentenayryeae 6ee 0 Hi sd o 0 Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of Australia.

10am d 12 noon

Donation $5.00

this brochure.

Carol Anderson is the current archivist for the Bathurst Sisters of Mercy.
Car ol has previously wor ked in t he
Parramatta and St Stanislausd College,

March 5, 12, 19, 26
April 2,9, 16, 23, 30

May 7 . L . ;

Ten Thursdays the impact (?f this, in a group environment, with others who have
shared a similar experience.

5.30-7.30pm

Eight Stage Healing Process Will provide an opportunity for people
who have experienced the death of a significant other to work through

Erica Pitman ADV DIP APP SOC SC; RMPACFA; CMCAPA. Erica is a registered
counsellor, supervisor trained in applied social sciences. As a professional
funeral celebrant, Erica has worked with the Eight Stage Healing Process for
13 years and is passionate about assisting others to work through their own
healing process in relation to significant life events.

March 20 & 21

Dr David Tacey is Associate Professor and Reader in Arts at La Trobe

Fri Twilight 5-8pm Holy Gr ound and Creation Spirituality - insights into human UniversityA where he teaches literatu
gg:azig;”oon Lvein soo | SPirituality in the context of Australian land and local experience. Heistheaut hor of five books on spir iEtge éfl
Live out $60 the Sacred and ReEnchantment: The New Australian Spirituality.
Fr Carl Mackander  Parish Priest in Orange, Carl is experienced in guiding
Retreat in Every Day Life A retreat made over a period of a week retreatants in this Retreat in Every Day Life.
whilst life continues as normal. Taking time out for daily prayer and a Kathleen Jone s Married with five children; Kathleen has completed a MA in
March 2,2 27 meeting with your prayer companion. Christian Spirituality, and has a strong desire to enable others to encounter
Sun 8 Fri God's compassionate, all-embracing love for them in their own sacred
Donation $75 This retreat is being organised by Patricia Nugent rsm A Sister of stories and in the detail of their daily lives.
Mercy and an experienced Spiritual Director and Retreat Director Ann-Mar ee OO B e iArSister of Memty, interested and experienced in
working in the Central West and beyond. accompanying people in their search to find and give expression to God in
their everyday life. Ann-Maree has Masters degrees in Education & Theology.
April 4 Liberating Humanness 8 the formation of humanity of the Spirit s John Kellett A minister with the Uniting Church in Australia. John

Sat 10am o 4pm

based on the understanding humanity is made in the image of God,

understands the wellspring of spirituality to be the resonance of the human

omal e and female God cr edttiseGd dtbfse m.ma. R . - o -
. L . . spirit with GodbBsi spamdtag!| smaglo finds
) : finds expression in the yearning of the human spirit for Connectedness - h ~ ; .
Donation $35 (inc Lunch) T 6passionsd for |life and wellbeing.
and Creativity.
April 25 -26 Introduction to Permaculture Principles Offering a taste of the basics Nick Ritar & Kirsten Bradley = are Permaculture educators based at
Sat 6 Sun of Permaculture. Learn the basics of how to design systems that can Milkwood Permaculture Farm, near Mudgee, NSW. They provide world-class
, o feed you and your family, create comfortable, low-impact living courses and workshops in a range of sustainable farming + living practices -
Donation Hveln 3229 | environments, build community resilience, and help repair our Earth. all within a relaxed, professional and positive hands-on environment.
May 15 & 16

Fri 5.30 Dinner
Presentation
Sat 10am o 4pm

A Soiree under the stars 8 Transcending personal and denominational
differences through input, dialogue and dance.
Caring for Creation 8 addressing the environmental challenges of our

Jonathan Inkpin & Tim Cahill Jonathan is an Anglican Priest, currently
General Secretary of the NSW Ecumenical Council. Tim is a Catholic Priest of
the Bathurst Diocese, currently in Wellington, chairman of the Diocesan

Donation Livein $125 | day from an ecumenical perspective. Commission for Ecumenism.
Live out $80

May 6, 13, 20, 27 :

Wednesdays Our Sacred Story 8 Part 2 of series. Patricia Powell rsm As above

Donation $5 per session

7.30 8 9.00pm

June 3,10,17,24
Wednesdays
10am 6 12.30pm

Donation $5 per session

A Woman6s/ Femi ni ne Resp Gtoges oftwomen frem
the Scriptures who respond to the earth with compassion, hospitality,
love, friendship, healing and confidence in their own experience. Paula
continues this exploration.

Paula Smithrsm Womends storytelling and cel e
at this time and in the Scriptures has been the theme of Workshops Paula
has led at Rahamim since 2007. Paula is a Sister of Mercy who holds a
doctorate in Sociology

Let Your Soul Dance & Retreat : Each moment in life is a moment of . Si M Singl M hold M
June 19 -26 decision: whether to persist in old, limited patterns of life or to choose Maree Haggerty rsm  is a Sister of Mercy ( ing (_eton): aree holds a Master
Fri & Fri instead to experiment with unbounded, liberating  potential ahead of Arts in Applied Theology and a Doctor of Ministry in Creation Spirituality.
Donation $420 C : She is a trained process facilitator and an accredited leader and mentor of
Limit of 16 peopl When we open to the Inner Dance and tap into that eternal part of the

people ) ) InterPlay.

self, the Soul, we find ourselves on the path to transformation.
June 13 & 14
Sat 8 Sun Introduction to Permaculture Principles a repeat of the April w/end. Milkwood As above
Donation & as above
July 8 Environmental  justice through a Celtic Lens 8 a responsibility and a Fr Paul Devitt Paul is a priest of the Diocese of Bathurst and currently

Wed Twilight 5-9pm

right. Celtic Spirituality has obvious environmental justice implications

mi ni stering iarishSDubl®rDegreed h £du@ation, Theology &

for todayds worl d and hownplicationsantoa nt Social Science. A member of the Aust Catholic Social Justice Council for 9

Donation $15 (light meal) | healthy spirituality for living in these times. years & the Bathurst Diocesan contact for that body.

August 1 & 2 Elizabeth Callen r sm &aElizdbetand Val ard Sisters af

Sat & Sun A weekend of Reflection on Creation Spirituality d a mercy Mercy from Singleton. Elizabeth is a trained facilitator and a Spiritual

Donation Livein $115 | perspective . A time of creative contemplation. Director. Val is a Drama expert and leads workshops in storytelling and

Live out $70 spirituality.

August 5, 12, 19, 26 ;

Wednesdays Our Sacred Story 0 Part 2 of series. Patricia Powell rsm As above

Donati : 7.3009.00pm

onation $5 per session

August 22 & 23 Coming Home to the Body Without any experience in dance, story or

gat & Sun Lvein s11s | SONY, anyone, regardless of size, age or mobility can find an inviting, Maree Haggerty rsm  As above

onation Live out 570 | surprising and deep place wherein they can meet divine Presence.

September 5 & 6

Sat 8 Sun Introduction to Permaculture Principles a repeat of the April w/end. Milkwood As above

Donation & as above

September 27 . . .

sunday Twilight Earth Has Feelings  Too: Biblical Dimensions of Ecological Veronica La\_/vsor_1 rsm Congregatlon_al Leader of Sisters of_Mercy BaIIa_rat

. . o East. Veronica is a well known and highly respected Australian Theologian

5-9pm Conversion An exploration of the biblical texts through earth lenses. d Script Schol

Donation $15 (light meal) an cripture >cholar.
Oct 16 -23 Retreat: Catherine d A Woman For Our Time ) Mary Duffy Mary Duffy rsm Mary is a member of the Mercy International Committee
This retreat wildl reflect on Cat hg working to promote the Cause for Cath
relevance and challenges for our world. Reflections will centre on retreat directory, Mary offers opportunities to prayerfully reflect on
Scripture, Catherineds Corresponden Catherineds I|ife and spirituality.
Mercy women today. 6 Day retreat 6 Donation $420 Margaret Hinchy rsm Margaret is a Sister of Mercy from the Parramatta
Oct 24 & 25 Weekend & The Two Feet of M ercy: Direct Service & Congregation. She is a skilled facilitator and has a passion for the earth and
Advocacy & Margaret Hinchy rsm Presenting a practical guide to an other issues of justice.
environmental audit. Donation Live in $115 Live out $70 Mary Ryan rsm & Carol Ander son As Above
Oct 28 Heritage Tour of Logan Brae 10am -12 8As above Donation $5 Peter Hill Peter is the currently the Executive Director of Schools in the
Nov 4 Twilight 5 -9pm & A Quiet Surprise 8 Walking In the Tracks of Diocese of Bathurst. Before accepting his current role in education he was

October/November Mercy & Peter Hill This presentation will explore the history, the Executive Director Mission Leadership at Mater Health Services in

Month of Mercy at

spirituality and charism of the Sisters of Mercy created by Catherine
McAuley and the women who chose to follow her. Donation $15 (light meal)

Brisbane, Queensland.

Mary Dennett rsm  Mary is a Sister of Mercy with many years experience in

the Mount Nov 6 & 13 Retreat: The Universe and Mercy 8 Mary Dennett rsm Secondary Education. She has completed the Earth Literacy Course at
This retreat seeks to provide time to reflect on the Powers of the Genesis Farm New Jersey and a Master of Arts in Culture and Spirituality at
Universe as they are present and active in the founding spread and Holy Names University in California. Mary is now involved in education in
works of the Sisters of Mercy. The works of Mercy are a particular way the Universe Story.
of touching God®&s 6Dayrregest &Danatién $4200 d a 'y . Maree Haggerty rsm  is a Sister of Mercy (Singleton). Maree holds a Master
Nov 14 & 15 Weekend 8 Mirror Reflections 8 Maree Haggerty rsm  An of Arts in Applied Theology and a Doctor of Ministry in Creation Spirituality.
opportunity for Mercy dvweomemnwhtid edc d mg She is a trained process facilitator and an accredited leader and mentor of
inner journey and the truth of our life choices. Reflecting the ancient InterPlay.
saying,0 | f a f ool lrorookrs, iantsoa gae mi odationn O { Jan Gray rsm Janette Gray is a Sister of Mercy, educated at Macquarie &
Live in $115 Live out $70 Cambridge Universities & Melbourne College of Divinity. She has taught
Nov 16 Twilight Public Lecture 8 Jan Gray rsm Topic to be advised. theology in Australia & Britain. She is a lecturer in theology at Jesuit
Donation $15 (light meal) Theological College in the United Faculty of Theology Melbourne.

December 8

Tuesday St Josephds Mount Cent EonbaadyiseGel ebr at

No Cost
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